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executoire (p. 75 ff.) by "executory," the French word meaning "enforce- 
able" without any further act. It is not to be expected that the reader, 
unfamiliar with French legal terminology, will understand that "common 
law" (p. 46) means the Civil Code. 

The author states in his preface that it is his intention to publish a 
similar collection of French decisions on private international law every five 
years and it is hoped that so useful a work will be made of more practical 
value by greater expansion. 

L. B. R. 

Philosophy of Law. Josef Kohler. Translated from the German by Adal- 
bert Albrecht. Boston Book Company, Boston, 1914. 

It is part of the genius of the common law to boast of its pure 
empiricism and borrow copiously from foreign sources without credit. 
Roman and Dutch jurisprudence were plundered to round out its system ; 
while in this country the French philosophy had a preponderating influence 
in the eighteenth century and the English utilitarians in the nineteenth. It 
would seem as if German philosophy might dominate legal thought in the 
twentieth century and this for several reasons; the socialist writers of the 
last generation have received popular recognition and are talked about if 
not understood; the American post-graduate student has drawn his inspira- 
tion largely from the German university ; while the great material and political 
success of the new German Empire naturally carries with it authority for its 
thinkers. Hence the lawyer today should at least be curious about literature 
that may be the fashionable jargon of his children. The latest addition to the 
Modern Legal Philosophy Series, edited by a committee of the Association of 
American Law Schools, is a translation of the "Lehrbuch der Rechsphiloso- 
phie," of Dr. Josef Kohler, professor of law at the University of Berlin, 
whose_ varied talents have been exhibited in many fields of learning. The 
work is prefaced by introductions written by Mr. Justice Carter, of Illinois, 
and Professor Caldwell, of McGill University, and is concluded by critical 
reviews from the pens of Lasson and Duarte. 

In the philosophy of law Dr. Kohler is the recognized head of that 
school of German thought known as neo-Hegelian, although more inde- 
pendent of the master than others "of that ilk." Combating the ideas of 
natural law and absolute law, his thesis is that law is to be considered as a 
cultural phenomenon having a part in the evolution of man, constantly chang- 
ing to adapt itself to the progress of society and furthering progress by so 
moulding rights and cultural values that the hampering, illogical elements are 
reduced and civilization strengthened. From this viewpoint the law of per- 
sons and of property, of civil and criminal procedure, of the state and the 
nations is discussed with a view to arriving at principles that may form the 
basis for systematic jurisprudence. Perhaps the most valuable contribution 
to juristic thought will be found in his insistence that the chief function of 
law is to reduce the elements of blind chance in human society. However, 
his acceptance of the doctrine of the relativity of law permits the learned 
author to accept institutions which can only be characterized as absurd but 
which find support in the Prussian bureaucratic society, of which he is so 
distinguished a member. A somewhat truculent tone toward other schools 
of thought is characteristic of the editor rather than the scholar and may be 
due to that vague feeling prevalent here as well as in Europe that the con- 
servative must strike heavily if he would be felt. But even though the reader 
may disagree with many of the statements so confidently made, he will find 
food for solid thought in many parts of this volume, which ably sum- 
marizes the viewpoint of one important group of jurists. And if already 
wearied by the mawkishness and superficiality of the socialistic jurisprudence 
he may find Dr. Kohler bracing. 

W. H. L. 



